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A look back at July and a preview for Fall (Sept. to Nov.) 
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July 2012 Temperatures: 
• 4th warmest July globally (+0.62°C/+1.12°F) 

• Land: 3rd warmest; Ocean: 7th warmest 

• N. Hemisphere: 2nd warmest July 

• January-July: 10th warmest (tied 2001) 

Regional Analysis: 
•  N. America warmer than average 

•  U.K has coolest July since 2000 

•  Australia minimum temps 8th coolest on record 

July 2012 Precipitation: 
• No tropical storms in N. Atlantic Basin. 

• Typhoons Vincente & Saola hit SE Asia  

• Parts of Argentina have driest July in 50+ years 

• Below-average monsoonal rains in India  

Dry: Brazil, southern Europe, India, western Aus.  

Wet:  U.K., China, S. Africa, Queensland Aus.  
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• 2nd smallest July Arctic sea ice extent 

• Massive ice lost during July: 2.97 million square km 

• August 14th: Arctic sea ice among the four lowest summer minimums 



4 
August 16, 2012 Monthly Climate Webinar 

Nationally: Warmest Month on Record – 77.6°F 

July: National temperatures 0.2°F warmer than July 1936   

•Monthly temperatures 3.3°F above average 

•Footprint of warm temperatures led to record month  

Year-to-Date:  First seven months of 2012 record warm 

•33 states record warm for January-July 

•Only the Pacific Northwest near-average for the period 

•  If Aug-Dec near-average, 2012 will be warmest year on record 
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Nationally: 28th Driest July / 15th Driest Year-to-Date 

Drought conditions for nearly two-thirds of contiguous United States  

July  

•Wet in Southwest, Gulf Coast, and Appalachians   

•Dry in Central Plains, Midwest, and New England 

Year-to-Date 

•Wet in Pacific Northwest, Upper Midwest   

•Dry in Rockies, Midwest, Mid-South, Northeast  
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ENSO Neutral Conditions; 

Warmer than normal  

East Pacific temperatures 
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7-day Average Centered on August 08, 2012 
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• Estimated reduced yields in corn 

(13%) and soybeans (12%) – 

USDA. 

• Some corn fields are a total loss, 

while other fields are cut for silage 

along with some early harvesting.  

• Cooler temperatures across the 

Midwest and rain in the eastern 

Midwest in August have helped 

with soybeans more so than corn.  

• Poor pasture, limited hay, and high 

feed prices, are causing a sell-off 

of herds.  
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• Vulnerable water supplies at 

the farm level – ponds, creeks, 

shallow wells.  

• Problems with low water levels 

on the lower Mississippi. 

• Fire hazard from machinery 

during harvest. 

• Depleted soil moisture this fall 

could be a problem for 

establishing winter wheat crop.  

 

 



Today’s Presentation: 
• http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/briefings  

NOAA’s National Climatic Data Center: www.ncdc.noaa.gov 

•  Monthly climate reports (U.S. & Global):  www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/ 

NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center: www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov  

U.S. Drought Monitor: http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/ 

Climate Portal: www.climate.gov 

Illinois State Climatologist: http://www.isws.illinois.edu/atmos/statecli/ 

Media Contacts 

• Brady.Phillips@noaa.gov, 202-407-1298 (NOAA/Comms) 

• Katy.Vincent@noaa.gov, 828-257-3136 (NOAA/NCDC) 
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